             FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN THE YOUNG NATION 

(right side of I.S.N.)       


Should the United States be actively involved in world affairs, risking war or avoid involvement and be an isolationist?

	President Washington 
Creates
a Foreign Policy


	There were 2 reasons there was no standing army in 1789, when G.W. took office

· Did not have the $

· Americans feared they could be used to take away their liberty

There were threats

· Nation surrounded by unfriendly powers

· G.B. in Canada to north

· Brits also failed to abandon forts in Ohio River Valley owned by U.S.

· Spain controlled Louisiana to West and Florida south of the U.S.

Events in Europe threaten U.S.

· French Revolution; people rose up against king & queen & declared France a republic
· 1793-France & G.B. at War

WHAT SHOULD AMERICA DO?

Remember the U.S. signed an alliance w/ France & promised to aid them in time of war. 

· Many Amer. eager to go to war w/ G.B. & uphold alliance  many not

	Washington issues policy of neutrality
	· G.W. knows America is not prepared for war
· Under this policy, Amer. would do nothing to aid France or G.B.

· G.W. summed up his policy he said, “The U.S. could gain nothing by becoming involved in other nation’s affairs.  It is our policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world.” 

· This policy became known as isolationism which became the foundation of American foreign policy for the next century.


Left-  Do you think Washington made the right choice for the United States on its policy toward France & G.B.?  Explain.  What would you have done if you were president?


